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Tackling your next taste challenge? We’re here for you. 

Contact us or click to request a FREEFREE flavor sample.

Innova new product database; Kids’ Sugar & Gum Confectionery launched from Jan 2023-
Oct 2025; U.S.

Source: Mintel; Non-Chocolate Confections US 2024

According to Mintel, kids crave color, fun, and flavor adventure while parents seek reassurance. The children’s 

confectionery space is evolving toward fruit-forward, naturally flavored treats that deliver excitement for kids while 

giving parents confidence in cleaner, more transparent ingredients. 

Top Flavors of Launches
Fruit flavors are diversifying in kids’ 
confections as Innova notes red apple, 
pineapple, and red raspberry are all 
climbing within the top 20 flavors. 

SOUR POWER

Sour continues to dominate the kid’s candy space, as products spotlight bolder, sharper flavor profiles rather than just 
sweet-and-sour pairings. From lemon and green apple to extreme sour dustings, these flavors deliver the punch and 
“challenge factor” that keeps kids reaching for more.

Mike And Ike launched chewy sour blue 
raspberry flavored candies in October 2025. 

Albanese (April 2025) released mini gummy worm 
with 12 different sour fruit flavors. Flavors include: 

cherry, strawberry, mango, lemon, pineapple, 
orange, green apple, watermelon, pink grapefruit, 

lime, blue raspberry, and grape.

81% of parents say they like buying 
candy for their kids, with 46% strongly 
agreeing and 35% somewhat agreeing.

1. Blue Raspberry

2. Cherry 

3. Watermelon

4. Peach

5. Strawberry

6. Tropical

7. Raspberry

8. Red Apple

9. Pineapple 

10. Grape

Source: Innova; Flavor Trends in Children’s Food and Beverages 2023

https://www.mccormickfona.com/contact-mccormick-flavor-solutions/request-a-sample


Tackling your next taste challenge? We’re here for you. 

Contact us or click to request a FREE flavor sample.

PARENT-APPROVED TREATS

Parents are increasingly seeking nutriontional value and natural ingredients,  with social mentions of “high nutrional value” up  
21% in the past two years (Mintel). They favor clean-label sweets that feature fewer artificial colors, natural flavors, and built-in 
portion control plus confections with added fruit juice, reduced sugar, or no artificial sweeteners.

Smartsweets (October 2025) launched 
lollipops with blue raspberry and watermelon 

flavors. Naturally flavored and colored with 
88% less sugar. 

Small Wins (July 2025) launched strawberry, 
green apple, peach, and watermelon-lime 

flavored gummies made with organic sweetners 
and colors. 

FLAVOR FUSION FUN

Two-in-one gummies that combine two distinct flavors in a single piece bring variety and excitment without changing 
familiar formats. Flavor fusion is becoming a key way to keep gummies fresh and fun.  

Jolly Ranchers (October 2025) released 
gummies with 2 flavors in 1 “misfit.” Flavors 

include strawberry plus lemon, blue raspberry 
plus watermelon, and green apple plus cherry. 

Sweetarts  launches their gummy halos in in July 
2024 . Combination of blue punch and 

strawberries and cream flavors. 
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Shameless Snacks released peach flavored 
gummy candies in January 2025. Contains 3g 

of sugar per bag. 

PEEL & PLAY

Interactive formats like peelable candy or layered wraps are on the rise often combining fun peeling mechanics with 
fruit-forward familiar or tropical flavors like mango and banana. These join flavor novelty and texture play for the younger 
taste-set. 

Nerds released cherry lemonade blitz flavored 
gummy clusters (June 2025). Sweet gummy 

inside and a tangy and crunchy outside.

Favorite Day released their peelable sweet 
mango gummy candies (August 2025).

Amos, claimed as the “world’s candy innovator,” 
released peach flavored peelable gummy 

candies made with real fruit juice (June 2025). 

https://www.mccormickfona.com/contact-mccormick-flavor-solutions/request-a-sample

