Trend Snapshot

Bakery

Permissible Indulgence

Permissible indulgence continues to shape bakery as
consumers look for treats that feel both comforting and
intentional. Smaller formats, reduced sugar, and functional cues
allow indulgence to fit more naturally into everyday routines
without sacrificing taste or satisfaction.

Little Bites Low Sugar

A familiar bakery staple reimagined with reduced sugar
and made with sweet potato.

2025, US | Mintel

Legendary Food S'mores Flavored Protein Pastry

Soft baked pastry filled with chocolate and marshmallow-
inspired filling and formulated with added protein.

2025, US| Innova

Hasi Original Wild Fermented Sourdough

Traditional sourdough bread made using wild
fermentation for a naturally developed flavor and texture.

2025, US | Mintel

Crazy for Crossovers

Bakery brands continue to blend familiar formats, flavors, and
occasions to create playful and new experiences. By borrowing
inspiration from candy, breakfast, and nostalgic desserts,
brands are keeping classic bakery relevant and exciting.

- Krispy Kreme x Kit Kat Doughnuts
% ) Krispy Kreme and Kit Kat partnered to create a familiar

donut flavor inspired by chocolate wafer and cocoa notes.

2026, US | Innova

Sprinkes Birthday Cake Cupcake Bites

Bite-sized cupcake treats featuring classic birthday cake
flavor and colorful sprinkles.

2025, US | Innova

Reese’s Dipped Graham Bears

Graham cracker bear snacks dipped in Reese’s peanut
butter-flavored chocolate.

2026, US | Innova

% Flavorsolutions

Accessible Adventure : ) 5

Accessible adventure influences bakery as

consumers seek global flavors that feel familiar

and easy to enjoy. Approachable international inspirations
allow brands to introduce new flavor experiences without
overwhelming shoppers.

sy Favorite Day Ube Cheesecake Empanadas

g == | g Handheld empanadas filled with ube-flavored cheesecake
3 )3/ and baked pastry crust.

2025, US | Mintel

Milano Chai Latte Cookies

Crisp sandwhich cookies featuring chai-inspired spices
paired with a smooth latte-style cream filling.

2025, US | Innova

Prime Bites Dubai Chocolate Protein Brownie

Protein brownie inspired by a viral, global 2025 flavor,
Dubai Chocolate, combining rich chocolate with a soft-
baked texture.

2025, US | Innova

Little Treat Culture

Mini formats drive bakery innovation as consumers look for
easy, portionable treats that fit into everyday routines. From
bite-sized pastries to grab-and-go sweets, brands are leaning
into convenience and “small indulgences” that still deliver full
flavor and texture.

Real Cookies & Cream Cookie Poppers
Bite-sized cookies designed for easy, pop-able snacking.

2025, US | Mintel

Casa Mamita Churro Bites

Heat-and-serve churro bites filled with hazelnut cream
designed for simple prep.

2025, US | Mintel

Cooper Street Blueberry Lemon Mini Cookies

Twice-baked mini cookies cmbining blueberry and lemon
flavors for a crisp bite.
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Tackling your next taste challenge? We're here for you.

Contact us or click to request a FREE flavor sample.



https://www.mccormickfona.com/contact-mccormick-flavor-solutions/request-a-sample

By the Numbers

Bakery

The Market

Bakery remains a staple category driven by familiarity, versatility, and everyday indulgence. While classic flavors continue to anchor the
space, consumers are increasingly seeking elevated experiences through intentional ingredients, global inspiration, and formats that
balance comfort with discovery. Growth is being fueled by functional cues and premium touches that enhance taste and experience.

Top 20 Flavors Fastest Growing Flavors
1. Milk Chocolate 11. Pancake 1. Birthday Cake +500%
2. Chocolate Chip 12. Blueberry 2. Cream Cheese +400%
3. Vanilla 13. Coconut 3. Strawberry +325%
4. Peanut Butter 14. Cookies & Cream 4. Banana +300%
5. Pretzel 15. Cheese 5. Walnut +300%
6. Strawberry 16. Almond . .
7. Dark Chocolate 17 Cheddar Cheese Fastest Growing Claims
8. Frosted 18. Sea Salt 1. Functional-Digestive +600%
9. Cinnamon 19. Waffle 2. Functional-Energy +550%
10. Lemon 20. Fudge 3. Event Merchandising +350%
Mintel GNPD, Last 1 Year, Baking and Baking Mixes 4. LOW/Reduced Sugar +333%
5. Prebiotic +300%
Flavor Ideas
Birthday Cake | Brown Butter Cinnamon Ube Coconut | Chai Brown Sugar
Cherry Walnut Cream | Sea Salt Brownie Yuzu Sesame | Pandan Vanilla
Honey Bun Glaze | Chocolate Pretzel Crunch Lemon Berry | Raspberry Pistachio
Peanut Butter Graham | Toasted Marshmallow Cereal Vanilla Cream Chocolate Chip | Cookie Butter Pretzel

Request a Sample

Our team continuously tracks emerging flavors, formats, and consumer signals to help you stay ahead in bakery. Whether you're
refining a classic or building something new, we're here to collaborate, customize, and deliver flavor solutions that work for you.

Contact us or click to request a FREE flavor sample.

% Flavorsolutions



https://www.mccormickfona.com/contact-mccormick-flavor-solutions/request-a-sample

